



What I Want to Be When I Grow Up
I am, at this present time, pursuing an Associate of Applied Science degree in Human Services following the advice of my Vocational Rehabilitation counselor. She sees my need for employment as the sole purpose for my education; however I am leaning toward an Associate of Science degree in Human Services. It is transferable to a Bachelor’s Degree, which will be required to reach my longer term goal. I will also need a lot of experience in the area of Social Work and I look forward to getting that experience.
My long term goal is to head a Christ-Centered Equestrian and Music Therapy center for the rehabilitation of people whose lives have been affected by sexual or physical abuse. I especially want to reach those who have chosen drugs or alcohol as a means with which to cope with life after those experiences. Those people have developed hard core-survival skills and most have displayed tendencies toward criminal behavioral. Since horses are considered prey animals, their instinctive reaction patterns provide relationship bases for people who, in a manner of speaking, have been prey also. Horses are powerful and yet vulnerable creatures, which is a fascinating combination.  This power and vulnerability combination has been a tool to help me work through some of my mental and emotional roadblocks to success. I am certain that the combination can help others also.

The association with horses develops insight which promotes self control on a physical level. Deeper still is a need to connect the soul to self control. I see music as an effective method with which to make that connection. Music is a very powerful medium for connecting thoughts and emotions. Music can stir a long suppressed memory and open an avenue for release and subsequent healing of the wound. The lyrics to a song can give a person the words they need to describe or name an emotion so they can talk about an event rather than act on the emotions involved. 
 Music has the ability to change an attitude. A song can transform the way people think and feel and consequently, every aspect of their lives. People only consistently make positive choices through lasting change that comes from the inside out. Both horses and music are very wonderful ways of helping people change and I think the combination has greater potential for positive impact than either alone.
I consider the most essential element for permanence in change to be a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Through that relationship and knowledge of His character and His ways I receive not only an example to emulate but also the strength to follow that example by the power of His indwelling Spirit. Through that relationship, a study of the Bible is less like reading a book of rules, and is more like reading a letter from a trusted friend. The more I read it the better I understand His character and His ways. The more I understand His character and His ways the better I know Him. When I understand Him, remembering His words gives me the surety that no matter how things look, they will change. Since God will never change, He can be trusted. His unconditional love gives me the courage I need to continue when I fall short of my expectations and when other people disappoint me. Old patterns are not easily broken. A good example, determination and patience are required to build character. What better example could anyone find than that of God Himself? What better example can I share? What works for me will work for anyone.
I have had a little experience in supportive areas of social work. I have worked briefly with at risk children at OVO Head Start. I was not at all suited for a career there. I found the noise level in an institutional environment and the pressure to keep the children moving on schedule very stressful. It reminded me of grocery shopping with my five children when they were that age; it was like “herding Jell-o”, and noisy Jell-o at that.
I was also a Client Service Worker for Developmental Services Incorporated for six months. That experience left me, as an innovative thinker, looking for different ways to do the job.  How I interpreted the job description and the actual duties were quite different. I thought I would be working one on one with the clients to help them meet their goals. I assumed there would be accountability and consistent, understood consequences.  Instead, I felt like a baby-sitter/chauffer who was expected to ignore moral choices I would have corrected in any child let alone an adult.
 I have a strong belief system and to feel fulfilled in a job I must see people develop and change for the better, not only for themselves but for the effect they have on the world to which they are connected.  Most people who have trust issues need to connect with someone who is dependable, and I have a keen sense of commitment. I like to learn about people as individuals and help them find solutions to the problems life throws at them. I think I would like counseling very much.
What I do is more important to me than how much I am paid. At present, my education is funded by a Pell Grant, and my current income is less than that of a person working full time at minimum wage. I think it will take awhile for me to find reason to complain about a salary of any kind. A sense of fulfilling a responsibility is far more important to me than using my time for the monetary gains. 
 I do not like busy work. I can always think of my own ways to waste time and easily resent it being delegated to me. Extra time involved to complete a job does not bother me as long as I know it has a purpose.  I like a variety of duties and quickly lose focus with a lot of repetition. My innovative mind thinks, “Surely there is a better way.”  I like to keep records to note progress. Because I care about people, I may have some trouble leaving the job at the office. I have hopefully learned well that people have their own choices to make and they will make them. Raising five children to adulthood has given me a lot of lesson time in that fact. It has also made me very willing to take time off from the job as often as possible.
By going back to school and pursing a career at this stage of my life, I hope I will inspire my children to consider some challenging longer term goals for themselves. They are grown and have lives of their own in motion, so that is about the extent to which my life can affect theirs. Maybe a couple of them will want to be involved in the Equestrian and Music Therapy Center project. I think they would do well and it would be pleasure to work with them, but I do not base any of my plans on them making those decisions. I hope they will be happy to see me satisfied by doing something meaningful.
 I am here to enjoy serving in the capacity for which I was designed during every season of my life. There is no word in Hebrew for retire, and that fits my idea of life-long learning.  In a ministry position, there will be opportunity to serve in some capacity as an administrator, program planner, and speaker. I once knew an 80 year old lady who told me,” I pray to God that I will wear out and not rust out.” That has stuck with me for 30 years. I hope to be active and helpful as long as I am on planet earth. 
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